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November brings an opportunity for us to take time and refl ect on every-
thing we are thankful for, and here at South Harrison we are so thankful for 
our students and staff . As an update on our Response to Intervention (RTI) 

Program, our fi rst rotation ended on Friday, November 13th. During the fi rst rota-
tion, all Tier 2 students were monitored using either AIMSWeb or Learning Leveled 
Literacy running records to determine if they were moving toward their goals. If 
goals are met, students may return to Tier 1 instruction only, or continue in Tier 2 
instruction with diff erent S.M.A.R.T. goals. If limited progress is made during one 
full cycle (2 rotations), students will continue in Tier 2 instruction. If no progress 
is made after one full cycle, or limited progress continues after two full cycles, 
students will be referred to the Intervention and Referral Services (I&RS) Team. 
In addition, we recently completed the fall Map testing and you should expect 
student reports within the next 2-3 weeks. This data will be used along with other 
measures for placement during Cycle II.  

The second RTI rotation started on Monday, November 16th and ends on Janu-
ary 4th. Students will either be transitioning to their new enrichment course or 
receiving Tier II support with an interventionist. If your child has been selected for 
participation in Tier II, you will receive a letter detailing the assessments used for 
eligibility determination along with the designated interventionist and interven-
tion for this extra instructional time during fi rst period. To further foster trans-
parency of results, practices and our partnership, an action plan will be provided 
focusing on a small number of ambitious instructional goals followed by tailored 
interventions to engage each student with their particular learning needs. Stu-
dents’ schedules will be updated in PowerSchool to refl ect any changes. 

To ensure all students have an opportunity to learn, grow, and reach their max-
imum potential, students not receiving Tier II will continue to experience the 
various enrichment off erings. During the fi rst rotation, students partook in many 
activities and projects, which are highlighted in the photos. 

RESPONSE TO INTERVENTION UPDATE
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OCTOBER 
STUDENTS OF THE MONTH

First Grade
Justin Meldrum
Emma Campbell

Second Grade
Annie Reinerth

Mackenzie Barry
Spencer Bair

 
Third Grade

Damiano Paglione
Natalia Raff a

Lexa Bobadilla

Fourth Grade 
Chelsea Bomenblit

Maggie Reinerth
Saige Curry

Fifth Grade
Abby Bender

Morgan Cammer
Camryn Snyder

Sixth Grade
Christopher Hasher

Ryan Gilliano
Johanna Henjes

Art 
Annalee Hennessy

Music
Charlie DiCarlo

Computers
Gabriella Rosato

Media Center
Claire Mathis

Physical Education
Kevin Steckler

World Culture
Griffi  n Shainline

OCTOBER 
SPOTLIGHT STUDENTS

First Grade
Lucy DiCarlo

Second Grade
Samara McMahon

 
Third Grade
Ava Rusko

Fourth Grade 
Eleni Tsoplakis

Fifth Grade
Luke Willetts

Sixth Grade
Tyree Thomas
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Dear Parents/Guardians:

The Board of Education meeting is on Monday, November 16th 
at 7:00 pm in the cafeteria.

November 16th through the 20th is American Education Week. 
Please look for more information coming home soon. 

Picture Retake Day is on Tuesday, November 24th! Wear your 
smile!

Our Barnes and Noble Book Fair is on Thursday, November 19th 
from 6:00 to 9:00 pm at the 
Barnes and Noble in Deptford. 
Shop for books, see our school 
chorus perform, participate in 
story time, and so much more! 
If you can’t attend, you can 
still order online at BN.COM/
bookfairs from 11/19 to 11/25 
(ID 11725173). A percentage 
of sales will benefi t our Home 
and School Organization. We 
hope to see you there!

The Holiday Sock Drive will start on Monday, November 23rd. 
Home and School is asking that you and your family donate NEW 
socks to the Angels of God Clothing Closet. This event will be re-
placing the annual Hat and Glove drive due to the need for socks. 
Drop off  donations at main offi  ce, or send into school through 
your child’s homeroom. Final collection will be due on Friday, 
December 18th.

School will be CLOSED on Thursday and Friday, November 26th 
and 27th in observance of Thanksgiving. School will reopen on 
Monday, November 30th.

Thank you to all of the families and community that supported 
our most recent fundraiser sponsored by STOKES, our very special 
Trunk or Treat. I loved seeing all the students dressed up for Hal-
loween and the costume parade was adorable. Mark your calen-
dars for some very special upcoming events including American 
Education Week and Barnes and Noble Night. Our chorus will 
be performing as well as many special guest readers, including 
myself!

The South Harrison Staff  wishes you and your family a restful and 
blessed Thanksgiving.

Best Regards,

Corinne Mesmer

NOTE FROM THE PRINCIPAL

The changing foliage and cooler 
weather is a telltale sign that 
fall is upon us. With this change 

in season, we look forward to 
spending more time with family and 
friends, enjoying age-old traditions 
and celebrating the Thanksgiving 
holiday.

Thanksgiving is the time of year when we refl ect on what is truly 
important to us and give thanks for the blessings of family and 
friends. A tradition that dates back to 1621 when our Pilgrim 
forefathers and their Wampanoag neighbors celebrated a bountiful 
harvest with feasting, hunting and recreation. The fi rst Thanksgiving, 
which included venison, Indian corn, barley, and fowl, was a joyous 
outpouring of gratitude.  

The Pilgrims, who dug seven times more graves than they built huts, 
were more impoverished and destitute than any other American in 
our history. Nevertheless, the Pilgrims set aside a day to give thanks. 
Recognizing we may have it a little better, we know we have plenty 
to be thankful for. And, at South Harrison, we give thanks through 
service.

“When you acknowledge the fullness of your life, you can 
manifest a heart of service in any situation. In that sense, service 
doesn’t start when we have something to give – it blossoms when 
we have nothing left to take.”

Service is a central characteristic celebrated at South Harrison. Our 
Girl Scouts demonstrate service by assisting the school with trash 
pick. Many of our students participated in a candy drive to donate 
Halloween candy to needy children through the Ronald McDonald 
House. Pajamas and books have been donated to children in need 
through Scholastic Books. Dozens of our students volunteer to assist 
with the Raritan pancake breakfast. And, we collected dozens of pairs 
of socks to donate to the Angels of God Clothing Closet.

Yes, we may have it a little better than the Pilgrims did, but we are 
proud to demonstrate our appreciation for the many blessings 
bestowed upon us. We teach our students that we don’t serve because 
we have something to give, but because we have nothing to take. It 
is reassuring to watch our students embody the meaning of service, 
practice kindness and demonstrate the compassion and empathy we 
want to see in all our citizens.

On behalf of the Board of Education, I wish you all a Happy 
Thanksgiving!

Very truly yours,

Dr. James J. Lavender

SUPERINTENDENT’S 
MESSAGE
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Voices From the Land is the name of a creative 
program the fourth grade participates in every 
year. 

The students walked to Stewart Park, where they 
found special places to make “ephemeral” art, which is 
temporary art. Working in teams of 3 or 4, the students 
gathered natural materials in the park to create their 
masterpieces. 

Afterwards, everyone went on a “museum walk” so the 
class could view everyone’s projects. While the stu-
dents are working, our parent volunteers took pictures 
documenting every step of 
the creative process. 

Back at school, the stu-
dents selected their 
favorite pictures, then 
wrote a poem about their 
art. The photographs and 
poems will be published in 
a Shutterfl y book that ev-
eryone may purchase. This 
valuable experience is one 
the students will cherish 
and remember forever.

VOICES FROM THE LAND

HALLOWEEN AT SOUTH HARRISON
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by Robert Rosenheim, Instructional Supervisor

The PARCC assessments are aligned to the Common Core State 
Standards and were created to measure students’ ability to 
apply their knowledge of concepts rather than memorizing 

facts. The PARCC assessments require students to solve problems 
using mathematical reasoning and to be able to model mathematical 
principles. In english/language arts, students are asked to closely read 
multiple passages and to write essay responses in literary analysis, 
research tasks and narrative tasks. 

Think of the PARCC assessment as an “educational GPS system.” The 
PARCC assessments are purposely designed to give schools and 
teachers more information to improve instruction and provide target-
ed student support. Moreover, PARCC is designed to let parents know 
how their child is progressing academically. 

• What information will I receive this year about my child’s 
performance on PARCC? 
Parents receive an Individual Score Report (ISR) for each child 
– one for the english/language arts literacy test and one for 
mathematics. The score report will contain a child’s overall 
performance score as well as a score graph and score compar-
ison data.  

• When will I receive my child’s ISR? 
Individual students’ PARCC scores will be released to school 
districts in November or December 2015. School districts will 
then release ISRs to students after this date. PARCC scores will 
be released later this year because of the technical aspects 
involved with administering a test for the fi rst time. Further-
more, extra time was required to set the threshold scores and 
prepare the fi rst score reports. 

• What do the scores mean? 
Since this is the fi rst time students have completed the PARCC 
assessment, the performance score that your child receives is 
baseline data. Baseline data is the original collection of data 
that will serve as the basis for comparison with future PARCC 
data. Scores may look diff erent and lower on this new test.  
That does not mean students are learning less, it means the 
tests have changed and ask students to meet a higher bar. 

For a great overview about the ISR, visit: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=67G12fhSXmA

PARCC: AN EDUCATIONAL GPS

by Kathryn Fransko, Instructional Supervisor

On occasion, teachers secretly wish, “ if only there 
were two of me…if only I could provide students 
with more one-to-one support…if only I could get 

more students to participate… ” With the Parallel In-
struction co-teaching model, this wish becomes a reality.  
In utilizing this co-teaching approach, both educators 
teach the same information, but they divide the class and 
conduct the lesson simultaneously. This approach to in-
struction lowers adult-student ratio and aids in improving 
instructional effi  ciency by fostering student participation 
in discussion, and providing opportunities for “drill and 
practice,” (i.e., re-teaching and test review). 

What does it look like? 

In a science class, Parallel Instruction might involve each 
teacher taking a group and presenting environmental 
issues. One might present information from the point 
of view of business, while the other presents informa-
tion from the point of view of environmentalists. The 
class would later come together to engage in a spirited 
discussion or friendly debate on the topic. In the end, all 
students learned the same content, hit the same common 
core standards, and benefi ted from increased opportuni-
ties for one-to-one assistance while in their small groups. 

MODELS OF EFFECTIVE 
CO-TEACHING
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by Rachael Anderson 

Last month, I outlined South Harrison Elementary’s focus on 
literacy and how parents can assist in that process. To continue 
with this theme I would like to describe the process necessary 

to “grow” readers through the grades.

As a teacher of students in the early grades, I was often asked by 
parents how students learned to read. To begin reading, a child 
must match the sounds within a word to the letter symbols that 
represent it. I know that doesn’t sound too diffi  cult, unless you 
stop and think about how much is involved to accomplish that. For 
example, if a child sees the letters “b-a-t”, he must recognize each 
letter correctly and associate a sound with it in order to “read” the 
word. This understanding can be confusing because when letters 
change location 
or direction, 
this can change 
their sound and 
the meaning 
of a word. For 
example the 
letter “d” in “dog” 
is “d,” but if the 
“d” is reversed, 
it becomes a “b” 
and the word 
becomes “bog.” 
Once children have mastered recognizing letters they must then 
attach sound to them in order to blend them together to make a 
word. For example, put a “silent e” on the end of the word “mat” and 
the word mat becomes “mate.” It can be so confusing to a child! 

It is important to know that children do not begin to learn to read in 
school; parents begin to teach children to read by reading to them 
as toddlers so that they are familiar with the patterns of the written 
word. Parents can help by exposing their children to books as learn-
ing to read is easier for children who have had repeated exposure to 
the more “formal” language found in books. 

In the upper grades, students who struggle with reading often 
fall prey to “errors” in connecting sounds and letters originating in 
foreign languages or dialects, and how they aff ect the meaning of 
a written word. For example, an American t-shirt maker in Miami 
printed shirts for the Spanish market that promoted the Pope’s visit. 
Instead of “I saw the Pope” (el Papa), the shirts read “I saw the pota-
to” (la papa). One small error in printing changed the whole mean-
ing of the shirt! Older readers must juggle the reading skills learned 
in the early grades and also learn to read the dialect of characters 
to pronounce words with an accent. Often, the author creates this 
dialect through rhythm, word choice, and syntax. The reader needs 
to “hear” the character’s dialect in his mind to get the most meaning 
and enjoyment out of the story.

In essence, reading can be puzzling to a child at all levels! That 
leads us back to ways that we can help our children, as parents and 

educators. The answer is the same for 
children of all ages: we can support 
students as they learn to decipher the 
meaning in books by reading with and 
to them both in the lower and upper 
grades. If you don’t like to read aloud 
books on tape are a good alternative. 
When my children are in the car they 
often choose to listen to the wonder-
ful audio books that are available, in particular the adventures of 
both Harry Potter and Jack and Annie in the Magic Tree House series. 
The rich discussion we can have with our children about the stories 
explored together when listening to books is a vital part of helping 
children to fi lter their understanding of the information shared. As 
parents we can off er support to students in their journey to literacy 
in the same way we teach them to swim or ride a bike. We need to 
guide and encourage them with practice, practice, practice!

Lets Read Books!

For older children: Roald Dahl, a popular children’s author, does 
a delightful job of blending sounds and symbols into humorous 
combinations. Recommended for older 
readers is his novel, The BFG (for Big 
Friendly Giant). In this humorous story 
Dahl has the giant talk about “human 
beans” term, “human beings”) as a food 
source. Children understand the pun 
and enjoy reading for double meanings. 
Older children may also be interested 
in books that contain dialects, colorful 
descriptions, puns, or regional sayings. 
Examples of these types of books in-
clude Pun and Games by Richard Lederer, 
Many Luscious Lollipops by Ruth Heller, 
and The Scholastic Book of Idioms by Mar-
vin Terban.  

For younger children: Books that help 
children begin to understand how letters 
and sounds make words include rhym-
ing books such as Hop on Pop and Fox in 
Socks by Dr. Seuss and Sheep in a Jeep by 
Nancy Shaw. These books use rhyming 
words and “word families” within the sto-
ry to help young readers match groups 
of letters to sound chunks. For instance, 
after reading Hop on Pop, little ones are 
more likely to recognize words in the 
“op” family (shop, stop, top, etc.) in other 
stories. Nursery rhymes and “sing-song” 
poems are another way to build skills in 
listening for sounds and matching them to letter patterns. Books 
with these devices include Tomie dePaola’s Mother Goose, Down By 
the Bay by Raffi  , and Anna Banana by Joanna Cole. 

FROM THE DESK OF THE INSTRUCTIONAL SUPERVISOR
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Board of Education
Deborah Cunningham, President
Michael Brennan, Vice President

Toni Buckley
Carole English
James McShea
Joseph Talbot
Janet Brown

Janice Huggins
Ron Reilly

Administration
Dr. James J. Lavender, Superintendent

Mr. Jason Schimpf, School Business Administrator
Mrs. Patricia Calandro, Chief Academic Offi  cer

Mrs. Corinne Mesmer, Principal

BOARD OF EDUCATION

HOLIDAY SOCK             
          COLLECTION      
       

Angels of God Clothing Closet   
of Pitman, NJ 

Home and School is asking for you and your family to donate NEW socks to the 
Angels of God Clothing Closet.  This organization was founded in 2009 by a 13 
year old girl.  The organization’s mission is to give a hand UP to those in need.  
They will accomplish this by providing clothing, toiletries, food and more at no cost 
to those financially in need by responding to basic human needs, by promoting  
dignity and hope. 

Please consider purchasing new socks, any size, to be donated for this 
worthy cause.  Due to the need for socks, this collection will replace the 
annual hat and glove drive.  Drop off at South Harrison Elementary main 
office, or send in to school through your child’s homeroom. 

FOR QUESTIONS CONTACT STEPHANIE MADEN 
stephaniemaden@me.com or 6099703934

18
FINAL 

COLLECTION 
DECEMBER

SHOPPING BAG 
COLLECTION 

BOX 
WHERE: South Harrison Twp 
Elementary, Front                               
Entrance, Foyer 

 
WHEN: From Now - Thursday December 3rd  

 
What: We Need Department Store Size Shopping bags 

with Handles 
 

Why: So the Children can Conveniently Carry Home 
the Gifts They Have Purchased from Winter 

Wonderland 
 

WE APPRECIATE YOUR BAG DONATIONS!  
THANK YOU! 

 
Contact Lois Hillman at loishillman.com 

with any questions. 
 
 
 
 
 


